YOUR LOGO OR OTHER IDENTIFICATION HERE

Date: ___________________

From: Your Organization or name                                                             

Troy Balthazor, M.Ed., Executive Director

Richard Sternadori, M. Arch., M.Ed., Senior Program Coordinator

The Great Plains ADA Center

Department of Architectural Studies 

University of Missouri 

100 Corporate Lake Drive

Columbia, Missouri 65203

Subject: The Accessible Design Accreditation Initiative 

Dear Mr. Balthazor and Mr. Sternadori,

I am (We are) writing in support of the Accessible Design Accreditation Initiative (ADAI) recently developed by your Great Plains ADA Center and the distinguished co-sponsors. We agree that new academic objectives focused on the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, the International Code Council building codes, and the ICC/ANSI A117.1 Standard for Accessible and Usable Buildings and Facilities are a necessary and beneficial step forward for education, architecture, and especially the disability community. 

I/We support the endeavor of aligning the professional’s perception of these accessibility standards with academic programs for our future architects and designers.  Meaningfully, the ADAI not only identifies the discrepancy between education and practice, but also presents commonsense solutions with the Accessible Design Accreditation Initiative Best Practices Guide’. By teaching the fundamental principles that underscore the required standards for accessible design, we better the lives of countless people while advancing the professions of design and education. 
The ADAI speaks to the noble architectural principle of ensuring full inclusion in the rewards of our society for all Americans. I/We offer our unqualified backing and welcome the opportunity to collaborate in evolving our professional and academic standards nationwide. I/We encourage you to forward our endorsement to the agencies and people involved in this exciting program. If you have any question, please doe not hesitate to reach out to me.
With our sincere thanks, 
Signed_______________________________________________________________
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